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Did the Dravidian speakers
originate in Africa?*

Dear Sir,

Chaubey et al. “Peopling of South Asia”, argue that most
Indians are autochthonous and originated shortly after the
African migration to India 50—60,000 ybp, given the diversity of
M haplogroups in India. Molecular, archaeological, linguistic
and osteological studies of Dravidian-speaking people, how-
ever, suggest a more-recent origin for people speaking these
languages.

According to Sergent,!") the Dravidian populations are not
autochthonous to India. Using osteological data, researchers
have made it clear that the Dravidian speakers of South India
and the Indus valley were primarily related to the ancient
Capsian population, which originated in Africa.*”® Laho-
vary® and Sastri® maintains that this population was unified
over an extensive zone from Africa, to South India. Some
researchers maintain that the Capsian civilization originated in
East Africa.'?)

Researchers have proven that the Dravidians are related to
the C-group of Nubia, given the fact that both groups used (1) a
common black-and-red ware (BRW),® (2) a common burial
complex incorporating megaliths and circular rock enclo-
sures®® and (3) a common type of rock-cut sepulcher.®” The
BRW industry diffused from Nubia, across West Asia into
Rajastan, and thence to East Central and South India."'”
Singh made it clear that he believes that the BRW radiated
from Nubia through Mesopotamia and Iran southward into
India."?

Many linguists claim that the Dravidian languages are
genetically related to the Niger-Congo group especially
languages spoken today in the Niger Valley and Senegambia
region.®®'3~2") The Niger-Congo speakers originated in Nubia.

Winters has reconstructed the Paleo-African-Dravidian
terms for the hoe, millet, cattle, sheep and goats.® 8724
R. Balakrishnan claims that Onomastics indicate an African
“root” for the Dravidian-speaking tribes.®® He presents data
that the names for rivers and hills in Koraput, for example, are
identical to the names for rivers and hills in Africa.®®

The diversity of M HGs in India has led many researchers
besides Chaubey et al. to suggest that the M clades have anin-
situ origin.®%2”) These researchers speculate that, although
L3 originated in Africa, the M1 HG is only found in Ethiopia and
Egypt and may be the result of a back migration to Africa from
India.®®27

The M lineages are not found only in East Africa. Rosa
et al. found a low frequency of the M1 HG among West
Africans who speak the Niger-Congo languages, such as the

*http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Dravidian_languages

Balanta-Djola.®® Gonzalez et al. found N, M and M1 HGs
among Niger-Congo speakers living in Cameroon, Senegam-
bia and Guinea Bissau.®® Gonder et al. has also found N, M
and M1 in Tanzania.®® The molecular data make it clear that
haplogroups M and M1 are spread across Africa from East to
West, not just Ethiopia.(?8-30-32)

Anna Oliviera et al. argue that M1 must have originated
in West Asia, because none of the Asian M haplogroups
harbor any distinguishing East African root mutations.”
They claim that the presence of any East African M1 root
mutations in Asian-specific clades suggest a recent arrival of
M1; and that the absence of M1 root mutations among
Eurasian sister clades indicate a back migration into East
Africa of HG M1.9

Oliviera et al. claim that East African M1 root mutations
are absent in Eurasian M sister clades is not supported
by the evidence.®® For example, Gondar et al. make it clear
that the Tanzanian M1 haplogroup cluster with people
from Oceania. In addition, Roychoudhury et al. noted
nucleolides shared by East African M1, and Indian M
haplogroups include HG M4 at 16311; HG M5 at 16,129; and
HG M34 at 16,249.

Itis also not true that HG M1 is absent in India. Kivisild et al.
noted that 26 of the subjects in his study belonged to the M1
haplogroup.®" In this study, it was discovered that subcluster
M1 was found mainly in Kerala and Karnataka.®"

Kivisild et al. found 5 major haplogroup M subclusters in
India: M1, M2, M3, M4, and M5.©") Kivisild et al. make it clear
that each Indian M lineage has its own unique star features.®"
A cursory examination of Kivisild et al.’s Fig. 3, makes it clear
that they found different transitions at nps for Indian
haplogroups.®"

Indian M subclusters have mutations common to the East
African M1 HG.®33%) |n Fig. 3, Kivisild et al. identify transitions
for Indian M1 at 16,311,16,129 and 16,189.°") Other Indian
nodes that agree with East African M1, according to Fig. 3,
include: HG M5a 16,311, HG M5 16,189, and HG M2a
16,189.%"

An African genesis for India’s M haplogroups would explain
the variant nucleolides East African M1 shares with Indian
haplogroups: HG M4 at 16311, 16129 with HG M5 and 16249
with HG M34/.%"3% This is interesting given Quintain-Murci
et al.’s claim that the East African HG M1 HVS-I motif is
characterized by four transitions at nt 16,129,16,189,16249
and 16,311.62

Researchers have made it clear that M1 and the M
macrohaplogroup originated from an African background
characterized by the ancestral state 10873C.%%%%%) The
presence of shared root mutations between East African M1,
and Oceanic and Indian M haplogroups,®°?*% may indicate
a recent arrival of Eurasian M clades from Africa.

A Proto-Dravidian migration event from Africa would
explain the East African HVS-I signature motifs in the Indian
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M haplogroup samples.®%%33% The geographical range of
Indian M haplogroups is explained by the coalescent theory,
i.e. the small Proto-Dravidian population that settled the Indus
Valley expanded and spread over the subcontinent from
Pakistan in the North to South India.

The Dravidian speakers are probably not autochthonous to
India as claimed by Chaubey et al. Itis clear that the Dravidians
and Africans speak genetically related languages,®'*~*" and
share anthropological®® and archaeological®®'"'? fea-
tures that unite both groups. The presence of M1 in India,®"
and the absence of Indian-specific clades in Africa, indicates
that Indian M subclusters probably developed in India, after the
migration of proto- Dravidian speakers from the Indus Valley
down into South India. This path for Dravidian migration
may be marked by the spread of (1) shared toponyms,®"*%
(2) genetically related languages,®'®72" (3) skeletal re-
mains,®® and (4) red-and-black pottery.®¢'112)
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