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	NEOLITHIC IN EURASIA



	[Lecture 7 delivered 15 July 1991]



Overview by Geraldine Reinhardt



	Lecture 7 is a continuation of the Neolithic period in Eurasia.  The Natufian Culture in the eastern Mediterranean is presented as a special Neolithic Culture with the presence of agriculture and some domestic animals but without pottery. Instead, stone vessels are used.  Jericho, possibly one of the earliest settlements excavated, dates to the eighth millennium BC.  Professor Alexeev recognizes the Natufian Culture in the eastern Mediterranean, but states that a Neolithic Period without ceramics is present elsewhere as well.  Kathleen Kenyon, leader of the Jericho expedition, claims stone walls at the site indicate the existence of a town.  Ofer Bar Yosef sees the wall as the remains of an ancient dam.

	The Tripolie Culture, located in the Ukraine in the Black Sea area, is a production economy of husbandry and agriculture which leads to the development of tools.  Ceramics, although present, are not painted or decorated.  Settlement patterns are in the arrangement of small houses surrounding a large shelter, likely to house animals. The common house form, the tolos, is made of clay brick, and serves both as a house and a grave.  The site of Geoksyr in Turkmenistan is a settlement (there are no skeletons buried between toloses) containing several toloses. 

	Burial practices from Siberia are simple, in soil, and seldom marked; no houses have been found.  Paleodemography for the Neolithic is the subject with which Professor Alexeev ends this lecture; if numbers from this section are applied to the previous section on paleodemography in Chapter 5, demographics for the Soviet territory during the Neolithic can be extrapolated.  





Natufian Culture



	Alexeev continues: the Natufian Culture � is located in the eastern Mediterranean in Lebanon and Israel.  In the Upper Paleolithic/ Mesolithic transition, this special culture begins to grow and continues its Upper Paleolithic traditions of hunting, fishing, and gathering with fishing being the most importance source of food.  The presence of goat has been found in the Carmel Mountains.  The Natufian Culture is of advanced development and has created stone vessels of multidimensional size; some are greater than one meter while others are very small.  In the New World, stone vessels are found in addition to pottery.  Here in the eastern Mediterranean, stone vessels are of great importance while ceramics are not present until the mid Neolithic (the use of pottery leads to a different preparation of meat and grain).  As to an explanation of why pottery is not present, possibly there is no explanation or perhaps the stone tradition is so strong it overshadows the need for pottery.  A Neolithic period without ceramics is present in the eastern Mediterranean but is also present in other areas as well �.

	At the site of Jericho, excavated in the 1950's by an English expedition led by Dr. Kathleen Kenyon �, a large site, possibly a town, extends for 10-15 hectares.  This settlement dates to the eighth millennium BC and indicates the presence of agriculture and some animals.  Kenyon considers this settlement to be a town based on the existence of stone walls.  However, Ofer Bar Yosef formerly of Jerusalem University and now at Harvard believes these walls are the remains of an ancient dam constructed to create a lake for animals and for irrigation.



Neolithic Ceramics & Tools



	Professor Hans-Georg Bandi � at Bern University claims all important technological developments begin with ceramics.  With ceramics food can be transported in prepared form; ceramic vessels can be used for the preservation of water, meat, fish, cereals, vegetables, and fruits.  Alexeev states that ceramics are also used as a "canvas" upon which the artist drew designs. 

The presence of ceramics changed everyday life.

	In the Neolithic period the previous tool making technology of working flints and stones is continued but the flints now exhibit a more sophisticated technique.  For bone the same form is preserved and no achievements have been made.  The number of bone tools begin to decline because flint is more sophisticated.









Tripolie Culture

	

	The Tripolie Culture (Cucuteni-Trypillia) � is located in southern Ukraine in the Black Sea area, in Moldavia, and partly in Romania.  The term "Tripolie" is the name of the village where the first culture was discovered by archaeologist P. Hvoiko.  This is a culture of a combined production economy of husbandry and agriculture which leads to the development of tools.  The Tripolie Culture exists from the Neolithic to the Bronze Age from the Soviet Union to the west coast of the Sea of Azov.  Bones of oxen have been discovered with the remains of a plow.  The first plows were made of bone; possibly stones were tied to the plow to make it heavy.  The presence of a plow in the archaeological record cannot appear before the presence of domesticated animals.  Tripolie ceramics are quite good and well ornamented with spirals etc.

	

	[Southwestern Ukraine is mountainous; the southern Ukrainian Steppes are monotonous.  For the Neolithic people of northern Russia, new forms of activity lead to new housing types and settlements.  Many populations live on the previous modes of development (i.e. housing types) until the end of the Neolithic Period and continue as farmers.  They have ceramics but the ceramics are bad ceramics i.e. they are not painted and are decorated with primitive ornaments such as diagonal lines or, as in Siberia, with an array of dots.  No evidence of houses have been found.  Possibly these Neolithic people of northern Russia lived in the same type of hut as did the Upper Paleolithic people and possibly their huts were not as well constructed as those in Upper Paleolithic times.  There is an absence of bone from the great animals, so possibly wood was used in construction; wood preserves badly.

	In contrast to the Neolithic people of northern Russia, peoples in the southern areas of the Caucasus and Central Asia create a pottery that is decorated and painted.  Painted pottery is also found in Arabia, the Middle East, China, Central Asia, and the Balkan Peninsula.  In the 1920's and 1930's the existence of painted and patterned pottery indicated, to scholars, strong genetic relationships of people in a given area i.e. same pottery indicates same ethnography.  Now we know people were very different i.e. the same pottery designs do not indicate the same ethnographic populations.  Possibly there was a great diffusion from one center or a tradition appearing in different independent centers.  Ornamentation of circles as a design on pottery appears in one area (southern Ukraine, Moldavia, and somewhat in Romania i.e. area of Tripolie Culture) and clustered right and left square angles appear in the Caucasus and in Central Asia.

	

	The Tripolie Culture constructed houses of wood but they also used clay brick.  This use of clay brick is an invention of the Neolithic Period.  There is no use of this house type today.  The Tripolie people were agriculturalists but they also had a strong usage of animals.  They were not strong herders, but rather used animals in agriculture and herded cows, sheep, and pig.  The presence of pig is well known in the Neolithic Period because they are ecologically adaptive.  There is no indication of horse; only a small number of horse bones have been found and there is no indication that the horse had been domesticated.

	Settlement patterns for the Tripolie Culture are in the form of small houses arranged in a circle around the largest of the houses.  This great house likely sheltered the animals.  These settlements are located in the mountainous areas where the ancient people had their agricultural fields.  This location is convenient and useful; all time needed could be spent in the field.  Vegetables and fruits are among the crops that are cultivated; there is no indication of wheat.  The Tripolie people continued to gather wild plants; the number of cultivated plants is not great.  This tradition of gathering is preserved through the Neolithic and into the Middle Ages.

	

	In the Caucasus � in the pre Neolithic, both caves and stone houses are used as primitive dwellings. In the Neolithic, there are houses made of clay bricks.  These are approximately eight feet in height and are called "tolos".  The tolos is also used as a grave. As graves, each contain 5-20 bodies.  The "living tolos" i.e. house is distributed in Iran and in Turkmenistan and other mountain areas of Central Asia.  They are never found on the Arabian Peninsula.  These are areas of the same cultural tradition. 

	In the northern areas of Russia, people are buried in soil fifty centimeters deep. In some cases stone markers indicate graves, in other cases there are no visible markers.  In the Tripolie Culture cemeteries are located not far from the village i.e. between the village and the fields.  Graves are marked by stones.  In the Neolithic Period because of a population increase, single graves are an exception.  Graves range from 30/40 burials to several hundred.  In the Early Neolithic, graves do not exceed 30-40; there are only two cases where graves contained more.  The Tripolie settlements are replicated as cemeteries.  In distinguishing a living tolos from a cemetery tolos, the living tolos has a larger area and in cemeteries there are no skeletal remains between toloses.



	Geoksyr is located on the border of Iran and Turkmenistan in a desert area.  The vegetation is sparse and the only rich time is in spring.  At Geoksyr there is a hill with a surface height of 11-12 meters and several tolos with the diameter of 4-5 meters.  There are single skeletons buried between the tolos.  Thus Geoksyr is a settlement and not a cemetery.



Neolithic in Siberia



	In southern Siberia, nothing definite is known regarding housing but much is known pertaining to cemeteries.  There are no local differences in cemeteries.  The graves are simple, in soil, and very seldom are marked.  Southern Siberia differs from the north area and shows a similarity to Mongolia and southern China.  There is much jade which is used both for art and for small implements such as arrows.  Southern Siberia is similar to the north in economic development; however, the only evidence comes from cemeteries.  Little is known about the social forms of life of the Neolithic people.  Some scholars claim a matrilineal social form based on the presence of female figurines and from ethnographic data.  Others claim a patrilineal social form because husbandry and agriculture require lots of labor; labor by men.  As per Alexeev: "the New Archaeologist Lewis Binford � should believe not only in fact; he should consider the subtleties about fact.



Neolithic Populations   



	The average life expectancy during the Neolithic is 30-35 years, more often 32-35.  From the Mesolithic to the Neolithic there is a small increase of 3-5 years.  The mortality of children continues to be high.  This is based on no actual objective facts for calculations, but rather only on previous considerations.  Russian Europe in the Mesolithic is 25-50,000 and Siberia in the 16th century is 300,000, the same as North America before the whites appeared.  In Siberia the economy in the 16th century was the same as in the Neolithic.  Thus there are 500,000 people in the Soviet territory � but this number is an example of a preliminary nonobjective conclusion.  	  
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Notes to Lecture 7



�..  Two recent studies of the Natufian Culture are:



c1991.  "The Natufian culture in the Levant" edited by Ofer Bar-Yosef & Francois Valla; published in Ann Arbor, Mich.: International Monographs in Prehistory.



1995.  "Natufian chipped lithic assemblage: from Sunakh near Petra, southern Jordan" by Charlott Hoffmann Pedersen; published in Copenhagen: Carsten Niebuhr Institute of Near Eastern Studies.



	Arutiunov dates the Natufian Culture ca 10-8 millennia BC.

�.  Arutiunov states that a Neolithic without pottery is present in South America and north Africa.

�. For Kenyon at Jericho there are two relevant texts:



1957.  "Digging up Jericho: The Results of the Jericho excavations, 1952-1956"; published in New York: Praeger.



1984?  "Excavations at Jericho, 1960-1983" with contributions by Elizabeth Crowfoot et al.; published in London: British School of Archaeology in Jerusalem.

�. Although none of the texts listed in HOLLIS specifically reference ceramics, the following texts might prove informative:



1947.  "Die Schweiz zur Rentierzeit, Kulturgeschichte der Rentierjager am Ende der Eiszeit" by Hans-Georg Bandi: publication information: Frauenfeld, Huber.



	A recent festschrift commemorating Bandi's birthday is:

	

1985.  "Jagen und Sammeln: Festschrift fur Hans-Georg Bandi zum 65.  Geburtstag (3. September 1985): gewidmet von den Mitarbeitern des Bernischen Historischen Museums, des Seminars fur Urgeschichte der Universitat Bern, sowie von Freunden und Fachkollegen im In- und Ausland"; herausgegeben von Rudolf Fellmann, Georg Germann und Karl Zimmermann; published in Bern: Stampfli & Cie.

�. For additional information on the Tripolie (Cucuteni-Trypillia) Culture see Lecture 12.  The following four references are listed in HOLLIS regarding the Tripolie Culture:



1979.  "Arta culturii Cucuteni" by Vladimir Dumitrescu; published in Cucuresti: "Meridiane".



1984.  "Formarea si clasificarea grupelor de stil Ab si B ale ceramicii pictate Cucuteni-Tripolie" by Anton Nitu; published in Iasi: Editura Academiei Republicii Socialiste Romania.



1984.  "The Cucuteni-Tripolye culture: a study in technology and the origins of complex society" by Linda Ellis; published in Oxford, England: B.A.R.



1989.  "Rannii etap tripol-skoi sul'tury na territorii Ukrainy" by Vladimir G. Zbenovich; published in Kiev: Nauk. Dumka.



	Arutiunov dates the Tripolie Culture to ca 4-3 millennia BC.  He also confirms that the geographical extent of the Tripolie Culture is South Ukraine, Moldavia, and partly Romania.  The Tripolie people, as per Arutiunov, lived in houses constructed both of wood and clay.

�.  The culture located in southern Caucasus or Georgia is called the Trialeti Culture.

�.  Lewis Binford has two recent publications:



1983.  "Working at Archaeology"; published in New York: Academic Press.



1989.  "Debating Archaeology"; published in San Diego: Academic Press.

�. From the Lecture 5 section on paleodemography, we have:  "projections are 50/60,000 population for eastern Europe and a little higher for Siberia.  At the end of the Mesolithic, this figure increases twice".  Thus if we assume 	populations in Siberia were 60/65,000 with one increase at 120/130,000 and a second increase at 240/260,000 then a Neolithic population of 300,000, the same as the 16th century population is not out of line.  
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