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	[Lecture 12 delivered 31 July 1991]





Overview by Geraldine Reinhardt





	Lecture twelve opens with a discussion of the Tripolie (Cucuteni-Trypillia) Culture, an ancient culture in European Russia, archaeologically located in Romania and Ukraine.  The Tripolie Peoples are agriculturalists and morphologically are short in stature with a narrow face and delicate body.  This is in contrast to the nomadic groups i.e. Pit Grave Culture, Catacomb Grave Culture, and Timber Grave Culture  who are tall with a broad face.  Alexeev thinks that both the Tripolie Culture and the nomadic groups spoke an ancient Iranian language. 


	Alexeev then moves from European Russia to the Caucasus and presents the Kura-Araxes Culture which dates to the end of the 


third millennium/beginning of second millennium BC.  The Kura-Araxes Culture is agriculturalist raising wheat, vegetables, and fruits in ample supply for the entire region.  They also breed sheep, goat, donkey, and perhaps horse.  Numerous settlements have been located in the Caucasus revealing houses made of brick in a beehive shape (toloses).  This house type (tolos) is also seen in Central Asia, the Near East, and eastern Turkey.  Rich bronze objects and extraordinary pottery in complicated designs


have been uncovered.  Because of the bronze objects and special pottery, archaeologists thought the origin of the Kura Araxes Culture was in the Near East, in eastern Turkey; but this determination was made without skeletal evidence.  Then in 1988 a cemetery in Armenia revealed the presence of both the Near East type and individuals of the northern populations such as the Pit Grave Culture.


	A second culture in the Caucasus is that of the Trialeti


People located in western Georgia and existing in the first century of the second half of the second millennium BC. Kurgans (burial mounds) were excavated revealing rich pottery with new pottery forms and a broad usage of gold.  The gold is similar to that found in Iran and Iraq and some archaeologists see the Trialeti Culture as the second wave of diffusion of Near East populations; however since no burial mounds have been uncovered in Georgia or Armenia, Alexeev concludes that the Trialeti Culture is similar to the Kura-Araxes Culture.


	From the Caucasus, Alexeev moves to Central Asia to the sites of Namazga-Tepe, Altyn-Depe, and Geoksyr in Turkmenistan, and Sapallitepa and Jarkutan in Uzbekistan and discusses the current work of American, French, and Russian archaeologists in this area.  It is Alexeev's belief that migrations from Tepe Hessar in eastern Iran to the sites in Turkmenistan and Uzbekistan cannot be substantiated because of major differences in population size (Tepe Hessar is huge while Sapallitepa is quite small) and major differences in skeletal size i.e. the people from Sapallitepa are much larger morphologically than the other groups and have broad faces.  Alexeev says the monuments in Central Asia are similar to those in southern European Russia. 		From Turkmenistan and Uzbekistan Alexeev moves to Kazakhstan, the largest of the Central Asian republics, and presents the Andronovo and Afanasyevo Cultures.  The Andronovo Culture was nomadic but there were islands of agriculture.  Alexeev dates this culture to the eighteenth to fourteenth centuries of the second millennium BC and sees the Andronovo Culture as the eastward movement of the Pit Grave Culture.  The Andronovo Culture is known only from cemeteries; no settlements have been found.  Alexeev claims the origin of the Andronovo is western Kazhakstan not northwestern Mongolia.


	The Afanasyevo Culture is located in the Upper Yenissei 


Valley in the second part of the third millennium to the first century of the second millennium BC.  This culture was replaced by the Andronovo Culture. And the Pit Grave Culture was replaced by the Afanasyevo Culture.  Likely these cultures spoke ancient Iranian.  And so ends a very detailed lecture.








Tripolie Culture





	As per Alexeev, the Tripolie Culture [Cucuteni-Trypillia] 


� develops in the Ukraine; however, it is difficult to date the disappearance of Tripolie settlements and cemeteries since some exist until the mid second millennium BC.  Arutiunov dates the beginnings of the Tripolie Culture to the early third, maybe late fourth millennium.  


	The Tripolie Culture develops with agriculture.  This is different from other cultures which were nomadic and without settled populations i.e. Pit Grave Culture, Catacomb Culture, and Timber Grave Culture (Alexeev gives an ecological structure to the cultures discussed so far.  The Battle Axe Culture lived in coastal areas, The Global Amphora Culture were forest people, the Albashevo Culture lived in an intermediate area between forest and steppe, and the Pit Grave, Catacomb Grave, and the Timber Grave peoples were nomads of the steppes).  Since "decoration of ceramics" and "forms of implements" are used to determine different cultures, it can be said that the Tripolie Culture developed with slow changes in the cultural phase.


	As per Alexeev, there is a great genetic difference between the Tripolie people and those of the steppe areas (i.e. The Pit Grave Culture etc. who are tall, broad face, and looked like the Upper Paleolithic, Mesolithic, and Neolithic of the same area).  The Tripolie people are short, narrow in face, with a delicate body.  They look like populations in the Mid East and Mediterranean area.  When was this complex of morphological features formed?  Not later than the Mesolithic.  The broad face is indicative of the northern European while the narrow face is the forerunner of the eastern Mediterranean people (Alexeev is saying that the Tripolie Culture archaeologically found in Romania and Ukraine is the forerunner of the Mediterranean peoples).  The people of the Tripolie Culture are not related to the northern area; they are more related to areas in the Near East and Mediterranean.


	Scholars have no idea what language the Tripolie people spoke.  Also, what language did the Pit Grave et. al. speak?  Some scholars think the Pit Grave Culture et. al. spoke an ancient Iranian language, but they can't judge and argue objectively.  The same is true for the Tripolie people.  Alexeev continues: "perhaps they spoke one of the northern Indo-European languages of the north area.  This needs to be discussed further".





The Kura-Araxes Culture





	According to Alexeev, in the Caucasus, the populations are difficult to assess geomorphologically.  The are not related to European Russia because mountainous terrain separates European Russia from the Caucasus.  But at the same time we cannot say that the Caucasus are linguistically connected with the southern areas.  The great mountains and narrow valleys made movement arduous and all relationships were difficult to be realized.  But during the Bronze era, the Caucasus was not isolated and did relate to the north and south areas.





	At the end of the third millennium/beginning of the second millennium there is a most important culture in Trans-Caucasia called the Kura-Araxes Culture �.  This culture is named for two rivers: the Araxes on the territory of Armenia and the Kura on the territory of Georgia.  Both rivers drain into the Caspian Sea.  The Kura is located to the north of the Araxes Valley.  This culture gives much interesting material and brings to discussion a number of questions.  


	The Kura-Araxes Culture differs from those in the steppe; it is also unlike the Tripolie Culture.  This culture is agriculturalist even though the valleys are narrow.  The crops grown were wheat, many vegetables, and many fruits.  The food supply was ample for the entire region.  Sheep, goat, donkey, and perhaps horse were bred in the area.  Because an archaeologist needs many bones to determine each stage of domestication and because only a limited number of bones have been found, there is no real confirmation of domestication.


	The number of settlements in the Caucasus is great - great hills have been excavated measuring several square hectares.  The houses, similar to those of the Paleolithic period, are like toloses (beehives) and are made of brick i.e. the same Eneolithic and Neolithic tradition is preserved.  This house type is also seen in Central Asia and in a number of places in the Near East.  These monumental structures are also found in eastern Turkey.  Turkish archaeologists believe the origin of the Kura/Araxes culture is in eastern Anatolia.


	Rich bronze objects have been uncovered, although not numerous, and the pottery is fantastic; (it is preserved in museums in Turkey, Georgia, and Armenia).  The pots are of many complicated forms i.e. a fusion of four half circles elaborately decorated with different figurines.  The rich bronze and fantastic pottery leads to the conclusion that the Kura-Araxes Culture is similar to the Near East which was the leader in both civilizations and first cultures.  Therefore the homeland of Kura-Araxes should be in eastern Turkey.  This idea continued until 1988 even though no cemetery had been found in Turkey and no bodies were buried in the intermediate area between the toloses (this would have indicated a settlement).  In 1988 the first cemetery of the Kura Araxes Culture was found in northern Armenia.  The skeletal evidence was examined and demonstrates features typical of the Near East complex as well as many individuals like the northern populations of the Pit Grave Culture i.e. the northern range of Europoid rather than the southern (this statement is quite important: "the northern range of Europoid rather than the southern" in that it implies a broad range for Europoid with the northern element being larger morphologically and the southern complex similar to types from the Near East).  Therefore, the Kura-Araxes population was mixed.  Scholars can conclude that the origin of the Kura-Araxes Culture is in Turkey but they must emphasize that northern elements are present; this is a culture in the intermediate position between the Near East and the steppe (a mixed genetic population is true of all early cultures).  Thus during the Bronze Age, the Caucasus was open in both directions and was occupied by a mixed population.  Settlements of the Kura-Araxes have been searched for in the northern regions of the main Caucasus mountain chain, but the search has proved unsuccessful.  





The Trialeti Culture 





	As per Alexeev, the Trialeti Culture � is located in the Caucasus in western Georgia.  In the first century of the second half of the second millennium BC (fourteen/thirteen century BC), the Trialeti Culture replaces the Kura-Araxes Culture.  Great kurgans (burial mounds) had been discovered at the end of the nineteenth century but were not excavated until the late 1960's.  Professor Boris A. Kuftin excavated these mounds and published a book in 1941 �.  Kuftin was not taken prisoner during the Stalin era, but rather was exiled to Tbilisi, Georgia.  Material from this excavation is in the Georgia Museum, but is not available to scholars because publications are local and do not reach the major libraries.    


	Kuftin's excavations reveal rich pottery with new pottery forms, bronze, and a broad usage of gold for decoration, tools, and figures of animals and people.  This Trialeti Culture demonstrates a difference in both ceramics and in burial grounds from other cultures.  The ceramics reveal new forms and the cemeteries contain small flat kurgans, each with many skeletal remains.  However, the kurgans were few in number and the preservation of skeletal remains was poor.


	Kuftin tries to demonstrate that the Trialeti Culture was the second wave of diffusion of Near East populations into the Caucasus.  Some scholars agree with Kuftin.  The gold found in the kurgans is similar to that of Iran, and the Tigris Euphrates Valley of Iraq; however, no other burial mounds have been uncovered in Georgia or Armenia.  Professor Alexeev concludes that the Trialeti Culture is similar to the Kura-Araxes Culture.  


Central Asia Bronze Age





	As per Alexeev, Namazga-Tepe  (tepe = hill) is located 100/120 kilometers from Ashkhabad, Turkmenistan on the border with Iran, south east of the Caspian Sea.  This territory was closed to foreigners for many years; however, recent excavations here have made the basis for a chronological approach for Central Asia.  


	After World War II, Kuftin was invited to Central Asia because scholars had not located any monuments; no one knew that tepes were monuments.  In 1949 Kuftin drove around Turkmenistan and chose the greatest tepe he could find.  This turned out to be a huge settlement 2 1/2 kilometers long and 1/2 kilometer wide.  What Kuftin had discovered was a Bronze Age town (Altyn Depe).  Kuftin chose the highest point and then took a cross section of the tepe to a depth of 30 meters establishing a scale for all layers of the Bronze Age, both neolithic and aneolithic.  Ceramics were collected from the different layers which allowed for the beginning of a sequence and chronology.  Although this study was conducted forty-two years ago, it is still the most impressive done in Central Asia.  


	One year after the sequencing had begun, Kuftin accidently died.  His work was continued by Vadim Mikhailovich Masson whose publication gives us our knowledge of a Central Asian Bronze Age sequence.  Masson's book Altyn-Depe � was translated into English by Henry N. Michael in 1988.  Alexeev claims that this publication is not good because it is descriptive (I disagree with Alexeev.  I think Masson's work is that of an exemplary scholar).


	To the east of Altyn Tepe is a group of tepes located in the desert on the northern Iranian border.  The central tepe of the group is called Geoksyr �.  In the Aneolithic Period, the area between the houses was filled with dead bodies.  This indicates a settlement and not a cemetery.  Because desert areas shift, the present area is 20 kilometers to the west of the original group.  Archaeologists think the settlements were abandoned because of the lack of water.  As per the "Great Soviet Encyclopedia" Geoksyr mound is the remains of an aeneolithic settlement (4th - early 3rd century BC) and is located in southern Turkmenia 20 km east of the city of Tedzhen.  Geoksyr, a settlement of cultivators, was excavated between 1955 and 1965 by V.I. Sarianidi and revealed adobe multiroom houses and group burial chambers.  Ceramics found were with dichromatic paintings and female terracotta figurines were numerous.  Geoksyr typifies the culture of the eastern Anau group of tribes that displays connections with Elam and Mesopotamia.


	In Uzbekistan south from Samarkand and close to the border with Afghanistan is Sapallitepa �.  Sapallitepa existed two to three centuries from the beginning of the second millennium.


Twenty to thirty kilometers north of Sapallitepa is Jarkutan.  Jarkutan continued the Sapallitepa tradition and existed until the middle of the second millennium i.e. fourteenth to thirteenth century BC.  (Pottery fragments from Central Asia are painted and exist in a geographically great area from the time periods of the Aneolithic to the end of the Bronze Age.  The pottery of the Kura-Arazes and Tripolie is black). 


	The Russian, French, and American archaeologists working in Central Asia for the last few years have arrived at the following conclusions.  There are many agricultural settlements in northeastern Iran.  Among them is Tepe Hessar located on the southeastern coast of the Caspian Sea.  In the second half of the third millennium BC, peoples migrated from Tepe Hessar to Namazga-Tepe to the Geoksyr group.  They lived there half a thousand years and then the group at Geoksyr disappeared.  Scholars think that Sapallitepa was settled in the first part of the second millennium BC (eighteenth to seventeenth centuries) and the people then migrated to Jarkutan. 


	Alexeev disagrees with the hypothesis that peoples migrated from Tepe Hessar to Namazga Tepe to the Geoksyr Group then to Sapallitepa and then to Jarkutan.  First there is a difference in population size. Tepe Hessar is a huge settlement; at the Geoksyr Group there are seventeen tepes with only Geoksyr being large; the others are very small.  Sapallitepa has a size of thirty to forty meters wide and twice as long; therefore the population at Sapallitepa is very small.  Jarkutan is two to three times larger than Namazga Depe. According to Arutiunov, Namazga-Depe is large; it was a fortified settlement, several hundred meters long.


	Alexeev then questions why the migrations produced settlements of different sizes?  He cites physical anthropological investigations that cannot support the idea that the four groups (not including Jarkutan) are related.  The people at Sapallitepa are five to seven centimeters taller than the other groups who average 158-162 centimeters.  The people at Sapallitepa are much larger morphologically than the other groups (not including Jarkutan) and are more similar to those from areas with broad faces. One could guess that the food supply is better at Sapallitepa; however, all areas have the same landscape, they supported agriculture and husbandry, and the people had good herds but with limited amounts of water.


	The movement of people cannot be supported by one migration from southwest to northeast.  Relations were much more complicated.  Now archaeologists from the Peabody Museum at Harvard University are trying to support Kuftin and Masson's observations.  This work is now in progress.  Professor Lamberg-Karlovsky has taken samples and Dr. Fred Hiebert has taken measurements �.  In Central Asia, the monuments are like those found in the southern part of European Russia.





Andronovo Culture





	According to Alexeev, the Andronovo Culture occupied a territory in Kazakhstan extending from the Volga River to the Altai Mountains to the southern Yenissei Valley.   This culture was a nomadic economy of horse, sheep, and cow with islands of agriculture in some places and was concentrated on the coasts of small rivers.  S.A. Teploukhov  published two articles on the Andronovo Culture before being killed in prison at the age of 33/34 years.  Teplouhov proposed a chronological sequence of cultures in the Upper Yenissei Valley that has remained unchanged until now. 


	The Andronovo Culture, as per the "Great Soviet Encyclopedia" dates to the middle and 2nd half of the II millennium BC.  In the west, this culture came into contact with a culture characterized by the use of notched logs in construction.  The settlements are both semisubterranean and ground level dwellings.  Burial grounds are common; cremation sites are rare.  Burial sites are marked by round low embankments and sometimes by stone barriers.  The grave goods consist of flint arrowheads, bronze tools and weapons, beads of copper and paste, and belled gold and copper earrings.  Ceramics are for the most part flat-bottomed.


	Alexeev continues: the Andronovo Culture is possibly the eastward movement of the Pit Grave Culture.  The Andronovo Culture dates at the eighteenth to fourteenth centuries of the second millennium BC.   We know of this culture only from kurgans which are classic in form i.e. not very large and three to four meters in height.  No settlements have been found for this culture; possibly there is one in Kazhakstan but it is poorly preserved [Note: this reference to lack of settlements is contrary to the information from the "Great Soviet Encyclopedia"; to my knowledge, Soviet scholars did not focus on settlement archaeology].


	In the kurgans bones of animals, bronze objects, and ceramics have been found.  Pots from the Andronovo Culture have a flattened bottom.  The more recent (i.e. closer to the final stage of the Bronze Age) the kurgan, the flatter the bottom.  Designs on the pots are variations of the meander; this sign is common in India and thought to be Indo-European.  Nothing definite is known about the origins of the Andronovo culture; possibly somewhere in western Kazhakstan.  Professor Alexeev sees no argument to support the point of view that the origins of the Andronovo Culture was in an area of northwestern Mongolia. 





The Afanasyevo Culture





	As per Alexeev, the Afanasyevo Culture � was located in the Upper Yenissei Valley in the second part of third millennium to the first century of second millennium BC.  Afanasyevo Culture pottery has rounded bottoms. The Afanasyevo Culture was replaced by the Andronovo Culture during the Eneolithic Period.


	As per the "Great Soviet Encyclopedia" the Afanasievo Culture existed in southern Siberia in the Minusinsk Basin and in the Altai from the mid III - beginning II mil BC and were contemporary with the Pit Culture and Catacomb Culture.  These tribes were of the Paleo-European type.  Both settlements and burial grounds have been preserved.  The burial grounds are marked on the surface by circles made of stone slabs.  They were later replaced by burial mounds which also had stone circles.  Single and multiple burials, but rarely twin burials, have been found and there is no indication of inequality of possessions.  


	The Afanasievo were cattle breeders and likely agriculturalists.  Tools were made of stone although gold, silver, and copper metalworking were known.  Ceramics were egg shaped, flat-bottomed, and round bottomed vessels.  Images of hawks and masked human figures preserved on burial slabs resemble masks incised on the Stelae of the Karasuk Culture.	


	As per Alexeev: thus the Pit Grave Culture was replaced by the Afanasyevo Culture which in turn was replaced by the Andronovo Culture.  Likely these cultures spoke an ancient Iranian language.  In the Caucasus, the Kura-Araxes Culture was replaced by the Trialeti; both spoke an ancient Iranian language.
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Notes to Lecture 12





�..  For the Tripolie Culture in the Ukraine and Romania, the following references are listed in HOLLIS:





1979.  "Arta culturii Cucuteni" by Vladimir Dumitrescu; published in Cucuresti: "Meridiane".





1984.  "Formarea si clasificarea grupelor de stil Ab si B ale ceramicii pictate Cucuteni-Tripolie" by Anton Nitu; published in Iasi: Editura Academiei Republicii Socialiste Romania.





1984.  "The Cucuteni-Tripolye culture: a study in technology and the origins of complex society" by Linda Ellis; published in Oxford, England: B.A.R.





1989.  "Rannii etap tripol'skoi kul'tury na territorii Ukrainy" by Vladimir G. Zbenovich; published in Kiev: Nauk. dumka.


�. HOLLIS lists only one reference for the Kura-Araxes Culture:





1992.  "South Asian archaeology studies" edited by G. Possehl; published in New Delhi: Oxford and IBH Pub. 


		Co.


�. HOLLIS lists the following publications on the Trialeti:





1969.  "Arkheologicheskie raskopki v Trialeti; k istorii gruzinskikh plemen vo II tysiacheletti do n.e." [Archaeological excavation in Trialeti; on the history of Georgian tribes in the second millennium BC] by O.M. Dzhaparidze; published in Tbilisi: "Metsniereba".





1972.  "Trialetis porgansli xslesris periodizatia ga benepisi" by E. Gogaze; published in Tbilisi: "Metsniereba"





1974.  "Pamiatniki Trialeti epokhi rannei i srednei bronzy; rackopki 1936-1940, 1947-1948 gg." by L.G. Zhorzhikashvili and E.M. Gogaze; published in Tbilisi: "Metsniereba".


�. Kuftin's book is entitled:





1941.  "Archaeological excavations in Trialeti ...";published in Tbilisi.


�. V.M. Masson's text:





1988.  "Altyn-Depe"; translation by Henry N. Michael; published in Philadelphia by the University of Pennsylvania Museum.


�. The "Great Soviet Encyclopedia" references:





1964.  "Sredniaia Aziia i Drevnii Vostok" by V.M. Masson; published in Moscow-Leningrad.





1965.  "Pamiatniki pozdnego eneolita Iugo-Vostochnoi Turkmenii" by V.I. Sarianidi; published in Moscow.


�. HOLLIS has two listings for Sapallitepa in Uzbekistan: 





1973.  "Sapallitepa" by A.A. Askarov; published in Tashkent: FAN.





1977.  "Drevnezemledel'cheskaia kul'tura epokhi bronzy iuga Uzbekistana" by A.A. Askarov; published in Tashkent: FAN.


�. A recent publication by Fredrik Hiebert on Central Asia is entitled: 





1994.  "Origins of the Bronze Age Oasis Civilization in Central Asia"; American School of Prehistoric Research Bulletin #42; Cambridge, MA: Peabody Museum of Archaeology and Ethnology at Harvard University.


�. The "Great Soviet Encyclopedia" references:





1951.  "Drevniaia Istoriia Iuzhnoi Sibiri" by S.V. Kiselev; published in Moscow [second edition].
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